SIROHI

^If, however, the people have imbibed the right spirit of
tion^-violent resistance, they are bound to gain their end,
lathi charges notwithstanding.^

Sitohi is a Rajputana State with a population of
186,639 and revenue of Rs. 970,000. It has figured in the
Press for its lathi charge, said to be "wholly unprovoked. I
hnvc authentic information of the event from Shri GokuL-
bhai Bhatt -who belongs to Sirobi. He has gained a repu-
1 alien as an efficient teacher and a devoted Congress "worker.
He is saturated with the spirit of non-violence. He has
been tcccntly staying in Sirohi, attempting to gain elemen-
tary rights for the people. He thus -writes about the lathi
charge to Shri Kishorebl Mashmwala:

^The events of the 8th inst. in Sirohi make it a memorable day for
its people. The police swooped down upon a meeting all of a
sudden, began to pull down the Praja Mandal flag and delivered
a lathi charge^ This was not the National Flag. When the Hon.
Resident, Mr. Lothian, was in Sirohi last February, he suggested
that we could use the PraJa Mandal flag in our office, in our pro-
cessions and at our meetings. And we were acting accordingly.
On the 3rd inst. the Dewan Saheb prohibited its use in our proces-
sions. In order to avoid a breach of the order, we discontinued the
procession. There was no prohibition against its use at meetmgSy
so we had it at our meeting. Suddenly, appeared the police in great
style and, without warning, without any order, began to pull down
the flag. Some of the workers held on to it. They could not,
however, keep their hold for long against the superior police
force. They were separated. I had somehow retained my hold.
So they dragged me with the flag. They caught me by the neck
and beat me. Then, began an indiscriminate lathi charge on the
audience. Some notabilities are said to have been inciting the
police not to spare the people who said: 'You may beat us as much
as you like. We will not leave the meeting." Women were also
bravely taking part In this struggle. The charge must have lasted
about seven minutes. The meeting continued tc the end. The
event has not demoralised the people. It has put heart into them.^